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Petition to

DELTA SIGIIA PI

We the nndersigned* members of

the Professional Goinmerce Club at the

University of Chioago School of Commerce

and ikdrainl 3tration, in the belief that

the cTiaracter of oar personnel and sin

cerity of our purpose merit consideration-

do %7ith this writing petition the Inter

national Praternity of Delta Sigma Pi for

a charter
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The Purpose

of

OUR LOCAL

The olab la organized to foster the

study of basinoss in the University of

Chicago; to encourage scholarship and

the association of students for their mu

tual advancement by research and practice;

to promote closer affiliation between the

commercial v/orld and students of commerce

and to further a high standard of commer

cial ethics and calt are and the ciTxc and

coAmmercial welfare of the commonitj.
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History of

The University of Chicago

Tbe story of the University of Chicago is a

story of achievement from the date of founding to the

present day. This can be attributed to the genius of

its founders and the ability of each succeeding admin

istration.

The University was founded in 1891. The steps

in organij.5ation v/ere not successive and orderly steps*

They came so fast that they crowded upon and overlapped

each other. They were all taken within the twenty-one

months preceding 1891. In that brief space of time, and

before the doors were opened for students, the college

(for such was the original plan) with seventeen acres as

a site, $1,000,000, and provision for one building, had

developed into the University of Chicago with an enlarged

and much improved site, .^4,000,000, and provision for ten
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buildings, with a faculty of one hundred and twenty teach

ers and with an academy, a college, two graduate schools,

and a divinity school.

The University is an endowed Baptist institution,

the original small oollege being the product of the hopes

of the American Baptist Educational Union, John D. Rocke

feller and the Rockefeller Foundation have been the larg

est donors. Also, numerous prominent people throughout

the United States, the Alumni, and the members of the fac

ulty have contributed large sums for the further develop

ment of the University. At the present time the University

is one of the three largest endowed educational institu

tions in the world, having over 054,000,000 in assets.

�7illiam Rainey Harper, then teaching at Yale, was

secured as first president of the University. Professor

Harper was a man of great vision and baainesa capacity, as

well aa being a great educator. This maxt proceeded with

his plans to so organize the University and man its various

departments with professors that from the day it opened it
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took its place in the first raixk of iLmeriean universities.

How well the plans of the first president materialized is

0��3i in the fact that daring and before the first scholas

tic year three thousand students had applied for admissicn .

In gathering a faculty for the new University

President Harper originated a policy th^at lias been suc

cessively carried out by all of the succeeding presidents.

He sought big men, Ee ^/anted big men�the very best and

ablest, the most distinguished scholars and teachers that

he could find. Tie tried for and aecui-ed professors from

the leading universities in the country. A mention of a

few names will bring this point out�J, Laurence Laughlin,

Politloal Icononii;'-�Harry Pratt Judaon, Religion�Albion \'U

Small, Sociology�A. A. Stagg, Physical Colture�^, A. Kichel-

son, Ph-ysics�E, L. Burton, Religion�T. C, Chamberlin,

Geology�R. L. Salisbury, Geology�J. M. Coulter, Botany-

Alice Freeman Palmer, Dean of Women.

During the first seven years twenty buildings were

erected at a cost of $2,200,000. All of the money for this

viii



building program v/as forthcoming fro.m friends of the new

University, The student body increased from 721 in the

first year to over three thousand in 1898.

In 1906 President Harper died. The loss to the

University v/as great. To this man's genius ma^^ be attrib

uted a large measure of the institution's success. Harry

Pratt Jtidson, the second president vms immediately ap

pointed. He had been a close aasooiate of President Har

per and carried on with the expansion of the University

with ability and foresight. During the administration of

President Judson eight new buildings were built. In the

last year of President Judson'a presidency the enrollment

had increased to over thirteen thousand (1923- "34).

In 1923 President Judson retired and Ernest

DeWitt Barton waa unanimously elected acting president.

He had been closely connecteQ with the University in both

educational and administrative capacities since its incep-

tion in 1891. Shortly afterward he waa elected to the

presidency. After three very saocessful years President
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Burton suddenly died and Max Mason then at the University

of Wisconsin was elected to the preside-iicy.

The organisation of the University includes these

five divisions;

The University Proper

The University Extension

Tho University Press

The University Libraries, Laboratories,

and Museums

Tho University Affiliations.

It may be said of throe of the general divisions

tliat they wore new .features in the organisation of an JLmer-

lean University. These throe were�University Extension,

University Press, and University Affiliation. These three

have immensely Increased tho usefulness, scope, and power,

of th� University. It has been the purpose to extend col

lege and University instruction to the public at large, to

makB the University useful to other institutions, and to

expand its usefulness and influence through its press, as



widely as possible. These five general divisions roay per

haps be regarded as the foundation upon which the Univer

sity is built. The institution is coeducational.

The work of the University has been arranged to

continue throughout the year. It is divided into four

quarters of twelve v/eelts eaeh, with a recess of one week

after each qtuarter. A student ma^/ talce his vacation dar

ing the period of any one of the four 'luarters. This plan

6f a continuous session secures certain advantages v/hich

are denied in inatitutions operating under the semester sys

tem or for only three quarters of the year*

At the present ?;rltlng work is offered to graduate

and midergradaate students in t'le following departments:

English, History, Political Science, I^t, Philosophy, Ger

manics, Romance Languages, Semitios, Greek and Latin, So

ciology, Geologi^^ Ceograpliy, Anthropology, Astronomy, Chem

istry, Physics, Botai3y, SoolDgy, Law, Ifedicine, Commerce and

Administration, Economics, Divinity, Social Service Adminis

tration, Home Economics, I.Tilitarjr Science, and Education,
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In a rating by departments of American Colleges and

Universities recently pablished by the Association of Ameri

can Colleges and Universities, the University's Law Sehool

ranked second, the ITedical School first, and the School of

Commerce and Administration second.

From the date of opening it has been the policy of

this University to stress graduate work. Every year new

gifts are being received, new buildings are beiii? built aiid

new equipment installed for the furtherance of this objective.

The past four years have seen a tightening up of the entrance

req.uir�ment3 for tmdergraduate students. An a%'era,^e of 85

in secondary school work is required of applicants for admis

sion into the Janior colleges. Also, a thorough psycliological

test must be passed and the general character of the applicant

is thoroughly investigated before he is admitted. Daring

these years tuition has been raised from |60.00 per quarter

to $100,00 per quarter. The University of Chicago is not a

poor man's school�and a product of four years work at this

Institution nay feel reasonably sure that he has secured an

education� in the truest sense of the word.
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History of -

The University of Chicaso

Sohool of CommeroG and Administration

In February, 1894, in response to the growing demand

for a course in "University instruction v/hich would provide

r

professional training for the practical work of baainesa in

4

its various braiiches'* Professor J. Lawrence Laughlin, then

head of the department of Political Eeonor^y presented to the

Senate of the University,- a plan for a Collese of Commerce and

Industry �

Plans did not mature until 1898 and when the echool

cane Into being in that year it was known as the College of

Commerce and Politics.

In 1903 a separate school with its own faculty and

administrative officers was authorlsea* The faculty consisted

of all those jiving instruction in the college and five nem-

bers at large appointed by the Board of Trustees. It was au

thorised to make Its own regulations concerning the work^

aub^ect only to the approval of the Senate and General admin-
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Istrative Board, The fii-st faculty meeting was held on

April 26, 1903,

Henry Rand Hatfield, Assistant Professor of Polit

ical Economj^ now at the University of California, was ap

pointed Dean and served in that capacity until 1905, He was

succeeded by Francis Wayland Shepliardson in 1905. leon Car

roll Marshall succeeded Ur. Shephardson aa Dean in 1909.

In 1910 when l^r. John P. Rockefeller made his final

gift of ten million dollars to the University, a committee

was formed to consider waj-^s of strengthening the existing de

partments in the University. Porttmately for the College of

Commerce and J^amlnistratlon, one way chosen was to liave llr.

Marshall make a study of American Schools of Gor.-erce. After

this study had been made there was a reorganization of the

school in 19ia, and from that year, under the guidance of

lir, ?^ar3hall the College of Commerce and Administration began

a period of rapid development which culminated in its becoming

a professional school with a distinct faoulty and a curriculum

of its own.
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Gradually teoJmical courses were added and the scope

Of the Colletxe was broadened to give training not merely for

business alone. l)at for commereial teachln:-, public service

and philanthropic work.

In 1916 the name waa changed from College of Gom-

raerce and Administration to School of Commerce and Adminis

tration, as it is known today. In this year an event occurred

which did much to aid the School; the donation by Hobert lYil-

liaT.s of the Sli B, Williaas and Harriet 3. Williams ena owment

fund. This endowment yields ahout eighty thousand dollars an

nually and has placed the work of the School on a fir:.! finan

cial basis.

In 19SS leaders in the packing industry approached

University officials and proposed a form of cooperation to

be called the Institute of Ilcat Packin-. They cited the fact

that the University men were being employed in the industry in

rapidly increasing numbers and urged the University to point

the training of aome of these men for the packing industry.

The four year course in the Institute of Heat Pack

ing Is based on a careful selection of courses in the natural
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and social sciences, suppleraonted by a general sarvey of tho

field of commerce and the application of principles of com

merce to the packing industry. The Institute of Iloat Pc^ck-

Ing is administered Jointly by the University and the Insti

tute of American Meat Packers, the net cost paid by the lat

ter. The School also has a first class department of secre

tarial inetinietion and eCuoation for the women in the Sohoo]^.

In 19:^^4 I.!r. Tarshall resigned because of poor health

and was succeeced by 'William Homer Spencer, who had been an

assistant dean in the School for four years.



Histoxy of

The Professional Commerce Club

On October 30, 1927, a group of eighteen students

in the University of Chioago School of Commerce and Adminis

tration met sund decided to organise a local coranereial fra

ternity for which they felt there was a distinct need.

These men felt that several concrete benefits would

accrue to the members of this group and the student hody of

the Commerce School as a whole through the establlsliLient of

such an organization

In the past there had been very little acquaintance

ship and association in a professional way between numbers of

the student body in this department of the University. At

that time there was no organisation of any sort to promote

and foster a common meeting ground for any kind of profession

al activities among undergraduate Oentile men in Conferee and

Business. Moreover, the commtmity of interest which should

exist between students and faculty members was not aa intimate

as it might have been.�c
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Host of the raen ot thia group in the CorioinGrce

School had definite intentions of going directly into busl-
^

ness upon receiving tbelr degrees, littt nan^ of these men had
^

�t

no contacts with men actually in business by which they might

secure positions and very few had their feet on the ground

and knew definitely what line of business endeavor they wanted

to ."^et into. They felt that an organisation of this kind

would or could do much to promote contacts and assist in aid

ing them to find then3elves. They realised that a commercial

course of stady prepared a student only in an academic way

for a business aareer, and that sonething additional, In their

opinion, ought to be done to promote a professional feeling and

Interest in the actual field of business while a student is in

school.

With this situation in mind the group felt that a

fertile field awaited an organisation, the personnel of which

had the vision and energy to make the most of its opportunities.

On the night of October 31, 1927, the eighteen again

met and the local took its final form, A President, Treasurer

and Secretary were elected. The name of PI Sigma Delta was
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adopted. It was decided that the membership should compose

tv;enty-five undergraduates, five graduate students, and five

faculty memberv^. 3y moans of two membership drives twenty-

five of the most representative undergraduates were obtained.

Three graduates have become affiliated with the organisation

and are very aetive in its affairs � In addition two faculty

members Imve joined. In view of the interest that is devel

oping among other members of the faoulty the local is reason

ably sure of filling its quota within the next month.

At the second meeting of t}}0 local organization rep

resentatives from Delta Sigma Pi and Alpha Kappa Psi gave the

no;7ly organised local fraternity a prospective of their res

pective organisations* From the fix'st it had been the inten

tion of the group to petition a national connercial fraternity

for a charter. Both of the above mentioned organi^iatiorm had

been discussed infornmlly. At the same meeting after hearing

these representatives and some discussion, it was decided by

a ananiroous rote to petition Delta Sigma Pi for a chapter^

fhe organisation having gottcm. well under way, in

the early part of December, 1937, the Board of Student Organ-
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isations met and gave formal University recognition to the

local professional oom-Qerce fraternity. One technicality

stood in the way at first. The Board permits no local or

ganization to be formed that bears a Greek Letter Name. Ow

ing to this, the name of Pi SigL.a Delta had to be dropped

and the local adopted the name of Professional Commeroe Club

Dean Spencer readily gave hla consent to the organ

isation of the group and aeTeral faculty members felt th.at

such an or.frani.'jation would fill a vacancy in the student life

of the school as it was.

At the loresent time the organisation has been ranning

little over three months, and even though the local ia yet an

infant, hoth ita members and members of the faculty feel that

it has been making rapid strides of progress. Weekly meetings

are held and a program of professional activities has been

outlined for the Winter and Spring quarters. The good finan

cial condition of the organization is aoftother favorable indi

cation of the interest that the nomhers are taking in the suc

cessful carrying out of the venture.
h'

.'5

I
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On January 10, 1928, the first of a series of luncheons



which comprises a part of the proreasional activities program

was given at one of the local hotels. Hr. William A, Durgln.

Head of the Department of Public Relations for the Commonwealth

Edison Compan;.^ and former assistant to Secretary of Commeree

noover. epoke on Simplification in Industry. She meeting was

well attended by the membership and by several non-members.

Seven faculty members were also present. The whole affair

was voted a seccess by faculty men. non-members and membci-HO

alike. Judging from the succeas of this lanetion the program

as has been outlined bids fair to be a success as a whole.

The program is a smoker or other informal meeting to be held

in the evening, at which time members of the faculty or sucn

others speakers as may be obtained will address the group.

In the latter part of December, 1927, the local took

dinner at the Northwestern Chapter house of Delta Sigma Pi.

It has not been the purpose of the organisation to

confine its entire membership to the student body and conse-

V
qaently the local has adopted the plan of obtaining several

i

f
I

of the more prominent alunnae of the Commerce School as mem-

fjers. One of tlie faculty members has cordially offered his
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assistance in securing these men and the group feels that

Within the next few months the presti.e of the local will bd

considerably enhanced by such aaditlons.

The looal wishes to acknowledge the organization

help given by llr. Carl D. Reyer and the advice ^;lven by

Professor L. D. Edle, hoth of Delta Sigma Pi.
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SCEOIiASTIG AVS:^iGE3 0^ GKOUP OOlTOSmG PH0FS33I0-TAL OOPT^^HCS

CLUB (PI SIGia DELTA)

^e average of the members of the group v/as computed

and amounts to nearly a 3 average, which according to the

grading system would be B-�

fOTAL E2IROI1LI.IIT IN TEE COimERCE SCHOOL BY .-UAHTBHS BSGIHIJIIIG

in 191i2*

00

23
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
O

26
36

27
27
27

AUTUISI
V7IiITBR
3PS r^ a

WHITER
SPRIIJO

WriTSH
3PHIII0

SPRING
AUTUI.^;
WIIJTBH
sPRiiia
WNTT

631
558
561

438
421
4^
457

424
400
2dT,

The high enrollment in 1922 waa due to the fact that

many .students returned to achool after the war, also many

Noyes Scholarships were offered, which made it possible for

many ex-service men to come to the University

The gradual dropping off in the last year or so is

due to the abandonment of the old Junior and Senior College
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system. The school is now entirely a Senior College. Also

the requireaents have become much more stringent and the

school has been divorced from the Department of Political

Economy, although it cooperates with it.

A fz:: PKoniiJiSHT kwmi are included hi TIIE POLLOV/ING:

Mr� Donald P. Bean 5527 University Ave., Chicago.

Huni^vT D. Lee, Inspectorate of Salt Eevenao, V/utungchiae,
Ssechuen, China

!.!r. ClintOil Slusher, Cedar Products Company, San Luis Obispo, Cal.

Mr. Ralph D. Kellogg, Baker, Kellogg & Go�, 120 Broadway,
Hew York City

Mr. Carl Ullman, Dollar Savings and Trust, Youiigstovm, Ohio.

llr. Leverett 3. I^yon, Robert Brookings Graduate School of
Economics and Government,
Washington, D. C.

Hiss Marlon Clark, Social Service Department, University Hos
pital, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Mr. P. A. Winterhoff, Square Electric Co., Detroit, llich,

Newman A, Toles, 19561 Longwood Drive, Chicago.

llT. Frank 1% vVcakly, 205 So. LaSalle Street, Chicago.

Mr. Ellis Hoglund, 6060 Rivard Street, Detroit, Michigan,

Vt* Julius Gordon, 205 No. Michigan Boulevard, Chicago.

\
^

H

h
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A LIST 0? ^RhfUMUUm^ Oil THE UNIVERSITY 01? CEICAGO OmBVS

Social
Date of Establishment
on GhicaPio Campus.

Delta Kappa Epsilon

Phi Kappa Psi

Jota Theta Pi

Alpha Delta Phi

Sigraa Chi

Psi Upsilon

Alpha Sigma Phi

Delta Tau Delta

Chi Psi

Delta Upsilon

Phi Gamma Delta

Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Delta Chi

1893

1894

1894

1896

1897

1897

1890

1G93

1898

1901

1902

1903

1903

Sigma Nu

Kappa Sigma

Alpha Tau Omega

Phi Kappa Sig;

Acacia

Delta Sigma Phi

Tau i:appa Epsilon

Zata Beta Taa

1904

1904

1904

1205

1908

1910

1917

1918

Pi Lambda Phi 1919

Phi Delta Theta

Kappa IIa

Phi Pi Phi 1924

Tau Sigma Omicron 1925



Honorarv

Phi Beta Kappa

Sigma XI

Order of Coif

Gone ral

Science

Law

1899

1903

1911

Alpha Ome^a Alpha

Eta Sigma Phi

Gamma Alpha

Alpha Sigma Delta

Phi Delta Kappa

Zappa PI

lied ic ine

Classical

Science

1902

Local

1908

Commeroe and Administration Local

Education- graduate

Art

1909

1925

Professional

Gamma Sta Gamma

Phi Alpha Delta

Phi Delta Phi

fig and Robe

Delta Theta Phi

Phi Alpha

Al-h- "appa Zappa

Nu Sigma IIu

Phi Beta Pi

Phi Chi

Phi Delta Spsilon

Phi Rho Sir^ma

fheta Kappa Psi

Law

Law

Law

Law (Jewish)

Law

Law (Jewish)

lied ical

Medical

Iledioal

Med leal

Medical

Medical

Medical

1920

1902

1903

1909

1901

1893

1901

1905

1918

1895

Phi Lambda I'appa lledical. 1912



THfi UHIVERSXTY OF CHICAGO

The School of Commerce and Administration

Office of the Dean

Mr. E. G. Wright
National Secretary
Delta Sigma Pi

My Dear Mr, Wright:

A group of students of the School of Commerce

and Administration have organized within the

School here at the University a Local Profes

sional Commfirce Praternity. It has, I under

stand, applied to your organization for a

charter*

This commerce fraternity has been approved as

a legitimate student activity by the University
Board of Student Organizations. The petition
of the group for a charter of a national

organization has the approval of the faculty of

the School.

The young men who have signed the petition are

all young nen of fine character and good scholar

ship.

Yours sincerely

(Signed) W. H. Spencer
^VHS:D

COPY



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

The School of Commerce and Administration

February 2, 1928

Hr. H. G, Wright
national Secretary
Delta Sigma Pi Fraternity
Chicago, Illinois

Ky dear Mr* Wright

A group of graduate and undergraduate students of the School

of Commerce and Administration of the University of Chicago
have organised a club which, I understand, is petitioning for

a charter as a chapter of Delta Sigma Pi.

I know personally most of the men who are members of this Club

and I can, without hesitation, say that they represent the

active, clear-thinking men of the school. There appears to

be a place for such a Society in the activities of the School

of Commerce and Administration and I believe that this Club

of mn would carry on such traditions as your Association has

established.
4

If the group as nav formed meets the requirements of the

National Association of Delta Sigma Pi I believe you would do

well to give their application serious consideration.

Sincerely yours

(Signed) C. R. Forem

Assistant to the Dean

CRR:GS
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THE TJNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

Office of the Recorder and Examiner

December 3, 1927

Mr, Robert B. Stevens

5621 V^oodlavm Avenue

Chicago

Hhf dear Mr, Stevens:

I am pleased to inform you that the Board of Student

Organizations, at its meeting this morning, approved the

application of The Professional Commerce Club, and this

name has been added to the list of recognized student

organizations �

Yours very truly

(Signed) Walter A, Payne
D

Recorder and Examiner

P.S.
May I have the names of your secretary and treasurer

COPY



THS UNITORSITY OF CHICAGO

The School of Commerce and Administration

February 7, 1928

Mr. H. G. Wright
1485 Adam.s Franklin Building
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Kr. Wright

I am very glad to endorse the application which is being
made by the C. & A. group at the University of Chicago
for a charter of Delta Sigma Pi. 1 know a number of the

men in the present orgf^nization and have attended some of

the meetings which have been held. I am favorably

impressed by the spirit and attitude of the members. In

iTy opinion the University can adequately support a chapter
and I hope that favorable action will be taken.

Sincerely and fraternally yours

(signed) Lionel D, Edie

E:T

COPY



DI8TOIBTJTIG1J OF PETITIOKRS BY GL&S38S im Am

0 fforaber

19 1
20 S
21 2
22 4
2S 7
24 4
26 1
27 2
28 2

2G

Class

Sophomora 2
Janior 10
Senior 10

Oyadu&ta 4

Faculty 1


